DEAR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF FBCS:

I wanted to take this opportunity in my absence this Lord’s Day to write to you a short “letter”.  In light of so many things going on in our local church body, including the recent financial decisions that have had to be made, I felt that I should write to you to express my commitment to the Lord’s work here through FBCS.  I want you to know that above all things my aim is to please and honor my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as it is He who is the “Chief Shepherd”.  My desire is best expressed by the words of Holy Scripture found in 1 Peter 5:1-4.  “The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.”  This best describes the attitude and prayer of my heart for both myself and those who are the “sheep” of our great Shepherd Jesus Christ.  I would have you know that my effort to serve and obey the Word of God and His guiding through the Holy Spirit has not at all been diminished, nor, Lord willing, will be despite any circumstances that come upon us.  Understand this, that the Lord IS faithful and as He says “for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” (1 Samuel 2:30b)  There is no sense of panic here among us even though we are currently in some hard times financially.  There are other issues among us (health, family, work, etc.) that could also lead folks to turn to their own wisdom and resources for answers.  I beg of you, seek the Lord and His wisdom found in His Holy Word.  Spend much time in prayer and examination of your own life and standing with Christ.  Let the “trials” of life that test us have their “perfect work that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)   I would also add that in times of trial the place to be is around and in the teaching of God’s Word.  When troubles come the last place you should go is to yourself and your wisdom and strength; but instead be in the Word and BE FAITHFUL to be under the teaching of the Word in both Sunday School, Lord’s Day Worship, Bible Study & Prayer, and Youth Group.  Staying away to “rest”, or whatever else, is both unbiblical and unwise.  The local church is not to be “dated” but instead should be “married to” as we have  recently learned in our Bible Study.  I would also highly recommend the current Bible Study series that we have begun watching on Wednesday nights, entitled “The True Christians Love For the Unseen Christ”.  Each time I have watched it, I have been challenged from the Word and the Spirit in regard to my relationship and love to Christ.  I know it may be “hard hitting” in certain areas, especially when the Word points out our shortcomings and failures.  But don’t despair, instead ask God to do a work in your heart, and desire to serve and love Him with EVERYTHING.  I know that I long to be challenged and even look forward to the “hammer” of God’s Word in my life.  That is a mark of someone who really belongs to Jesus Christ, and may that be the desire of all of us.  I have run out of space so I must close.  I love you all and pray for you all.  May we, with all our hearts, seek the One who has redeemed us by His grace.  God Bless your Lord’s Day worship of THE KING!                                                    

In the love of our great Shepherd, Tim     Colossians 1:28-29    
DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"THE PERSON OF SALVATION –Part 1” 

1 PETER 1:19-21
 AUGUST 13 – AUGUST 19, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we are going to continue where we left off in 1 Peter before I went away on vacation.  If you remember from our last message in this Epistle, we were speaking on the “Purpose” (our Redemption) and “Payment” (the Blood of Christ) of Salvation.  Lord willing, for the next two weeks we will continue by examining further the sacrifice given by the “Person” of our salvation.  Read 1 Peter 1:19-21. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus for being the only one who was capable of making the payment for our sin.

MONDAY –We pick up again in verse 19 where Peter is explaining the price that was paid to redeem the saints.  Peter in mentioning that redemptions price was not paid with “silver or gold” (Verse 18) is possibly referring to and Old Testament passage in Exodus 30 where the Israelites paid a ransom when they where numbering the people.  He then goes on to say that the price paid for our ultimate ransom from the bondage of sin was not any money or earthly valuables but the “precious blood of Christ…”    Read Isaiah 52:3, Isaiah 55:1. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Think about this marvelous ransom price that was paid for you if you are a true believer, which was given to you freely by God’s grace.

TUESDAY – When Peter says the saints of God are redeemed by the “precious blood of Christ”; he is using this as a picture of the entire sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus on Calvary.  It was more than just the fluid of His body that made the payment but the entire work of His redemptive death.  The New Testament uses the blood of Christ as its chief  

term to refer to the 

full atoning work of Jesus Christ.  Scripture speaks of the blood of Christ nearly three times as often as it mentions the cross, and five times more often than it refers to the death of Christ.  I am in no way trying to lessen the significance of the shed blood of our Savior, rather just point out that it is His total death as the sacrifice for sin that obtained our redemption.  Read Isaiah 53:4-6, 10-12, 1 Peter 2:24.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord today for His total work of suffering on the cross which purchased our redemption and satisfied God’s holy wrath.
WEDNESDAY –When Peter speaks of Christ’s blood notice how he describes it in verse 19; “as a lamb without blemish and without spot.”  This was not just any blood or any sacrifice but what makes it so special and significant is that it was the blood of the PERFECT Son of God.  The Israelites where to sacrifice the perfect lambs from their flock and this illustrates the sacrifice of the owner in offering up the very best that he had to God.  The only lasting payment that God the Father would accept for the forgiveness of sin was the very blood of His own perfect Son.  The finest, purest, most perfect and supreme sacrifice was that of the Holy, sinless Lamb of God.  This is true grace and ultimate sacrifice!  Read Leviticus 22:17-25, John 1:14, 27, Hebrews 4:14-15, 7:26-28. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus for being the perfect, sinless sacrifice for sin, and praise Him for His marvelous love and grace.   

THURSDAY – We could go on forever in trying to explain the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His work on the cross.  But it is something that is impossible on this side of eternity to truly grasp regardless of how many times I could repeat it to you.  The fact is we as believers will spend eternity repeating our praise to our Savior. (Revelation 4:8-11, 5:8-14)  How incredible it is that the perfect, sinless, all-powerful Savior laid down His own life in torment, suffering, and anguish for such sinful, wicked, depraved and horrible men.  Only in Christ pouring out His precious blood in the violent and horrific death of His crucifixion could the penalty for sin be paid.  Let’s always remember that it was “the blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:19-20) that made peace with God possible for us.  Read Hebrews 9:16-22, Ephesians 2:13-16.
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Bow before Christ, The Almighty King, and praise Him for His unspeakable and indescribable work on the cross. 
FRIDAY – We have been speaking of the “Payment” that Christ Jesus made in laying down His life as the sacrifice for sin.  As we continue on in our text we want to now tighten our focus in.  Let’s look not only at the “Payment”, but on the “Person” who made it.  You will notice in verse 20 Peter begins to speak and explain the person of Jesus Christ.  In the next two verses you can see there is a focus on “HE” and “Him”.  I pray you never get “tired” of speaking of Jesus Christ.  If you do, you have a much more serious problem than weariness or irritation—you are not saved!  Those of us who have had our redemption purchased by Him at Calvary never tire of speaking of Him.  Read these verses describing our Savior, Jesus Christ.  John 1:14, Colossians 1:15-20, Hebrews 1:1-12.             
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Just take the next moments to speak to the Lord Jesus.  In your own words magnify Him with praise, thanks, and glory.  

SATURDAY –Lord willing, next week we will continue by finishing this wonderful text dealing with the “Person” of our Salvation, Jesus Christ.  As we said yesterday we can never praise Him enough for what He has done, and we never tire of talking about Christ.  The Scripture is very clear that the way a person shows their love and loyalty to Christ is by obeying Him and His Word.  There are multitudes of people who say they love Jesus, but they have no desire to obey Him.  They go day by day thinking of pleasing one person—themselves.  I pray no one reading this falls into that category.  Read the following verses which speak some cold, hard facts to all who would profess to love Christ.  Luke 6:46-49, Matthew 7:21, John 8:31, 2 Timothy 2:19.   
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord to help you examine your heart and pray that you would have a life of obedience to The Lord Jesus Christ. 

